Abstract for Michael Woodiwiss Conference Paper

The United States and the Globalization of Organized Crime 

On the 29th September 2003, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime entered into force. By ratifying the convention, states accept an understanding of organized crime close to that of the United States. They will therefore commit themselves to a series of organized crime control measures pioneered in the United States. These include the criminalization of participation in an organized criminal group, money laundering, and the obstruction of justice and tactics such as those involving the use of asset forfeiture, undercover policing operations and witness protection programs. The key assumption laying behind the Convention was that U.S. organized crime control methods have a proven record of success and therefore need to be adopted by every other nation in the world for organized crime to be effectively combated internationally.  This paper challenges this assumption by arguing that it is based on a very limited definition of organized crime. Although the UN’s  understanding of transnational organized crime made it synonymous with large criminal organizations, its earlier attempts at definition were very different. The paper discusses this shift in definition. It suggests that rather than focusing on particular criminal actors, greater attention needs to be paid to the process of globalization since the 1970s. This has been accompanied by  opportunities for many different types of organized criminal activity that have not been adequately addressed by national governments or international organizations. The illegal trade in guns, drugs and people, tax evasion, and corporate fraud will be discussed.   
