Task Force on Academic Freedom and Scientific Integrity

ASA Meeting - Open Forum
Sunday, August 12, 8:30-10:10am, Hilton, NY, 


The ASA Task Force on Academic Freedom and Scientific Integrity has been charged
with developing information on the broad range of attacks, censorship, or other limitations on the scholarship of sociologists and departments of sociology, considering whether the ASA should establish an on-going clearinghouse of such incidents, and reviewing how such information could be used by the Association and the profession to protect academic freedom. This Open Forum will discuss issues of academic freedom and scientific integrity and inform sociologists of the breadth of the Task Force's proposed activities and mixed methods for data gathering.


The moderated dialogue will publicize these activities, raising awareness, engagement, and future response rates. The forum will be broadening, bringing the full membership into dialogue concerning the issues; the forum will be narrowing, orienting Association members to the important question of how to analyze what is occurring to sociology departments and individual sociologists. By inviting such dialogue now, the Task Force hopes to lay the groundwork for a productive conversation and, ultimately, a feasible and useful set of recommendations.


This workshop is part of the Research Support Forum at this year's Annual Meeting.
Members of the Task Force are Samuel Lucas (chair), University of California, Berkeley; Kathleen Blee (liaison to ASA Council), University of Pittsburgh; Melanie E. Bush, Adelphi University; Elaine Draper, California State University, Los Angeles; Neil Gross, Harvard University; Anna Romina Guevarra, Arizona State University West; and Paul Kamolnick, East Tennessee State University.

